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G
oogle continues to stay 
on top as a billion dollar 
industry with its trans-

formation into an app market 
and cloud document storage.
 South Carolina students are 
required to have one computer 
credit to graduate high school. 
One computer class that is 
offered at Dutch Fork High 
School is Google Apps.
 “Google Apps is a web-
based software that allows you 
to create documents, spread-
sheets, etcetera and that allows 
you to communicate and collab-
orate with others,” Career and 
Technology Education [CATE] 
teacher Bill Robinson said.

 Google Apps has unique cus-
tomization tools as well that al-
low you to change your online 
and desktop settings. 
 “Google Apps can be cus-
tomized; apps will be different 
for different businesses,” CATE 
teacher Amanda Bonavilla 
said.. “The list is long: you can 
create blogs, group chats, pre-
sentations [and] websites.”
 The use of GoogleDrive can 
impact productivity for users, 
privately and commercially. 
 “Google Drive is beneficial 
because you can work on a 
document at home and access 
it at school, everyone can work 
on the same assignment at once 

but be in different locations, 
and everything automatically 
saves,” Bonavilla said. 
 Google Drive has now up-
dated to be a five gigabyte stor-
age space.
 “It’s plenty of space for stor-
age,” Bonvilla said. “You never 
have to worry about it disap-
pearing like a flash drive.”
 In its transition, Google has 
also made communication be-
tween others easier with their 
new chat feature.  
 “You don’t have to send out 
multiple emails to share your 
work with others, communica-
tion is easier and everything is 
just in a central place and over-
all this is a positive change for 
Google,” Bonavilla said.
 While there are plenty of 
benefits, there are some draw-
backs as well. There is limited 
file format (only 15 formats are 

supported) and privacy isn’t al-
ways guaranteed, even if docu-
ments are set to private. Also, 
multiple folders can’t be synced, 
and media cannot be streamed 
to users’ smartphones. 
 “There aren’t many fonts 
offered in the documents and 
presentations,” Robinson said. 
“Also with the presentations 
there aren’t many designs for 
the slides to pick from. The 
spreadsheet could use some 
improving, especially when it 
comes to the graphs and charts. 
While I like being able to com-
municate with others easier, I 
still prefer Microsoft Word, Ex-
cel, and Powerpoint.”
 Two professional view-
points. One says Google Drive 
and another says stay with Mi-
crosoft. If the benefits outweigh 
the drawbacks for one’s com-
pany, go for it.

  GoogleDrive
story by brandy williams and michaela baker

junior Kirsten Arnoult 

“Forever and Always”
by Parachute 

junior Alexis Steele 

“Put it on me” 
by Brandy ft. Chris Brown 

junior Kristen McGilton 

“The Match” 
by Asking Alexandria 

sophomore Eddie Bates sophomore Michaela Baker

“Even If It Breaks Your Heart”
by Eli Young Band 

Now Pla
ying

 

“As She’s Walking Away”
by Zac Brown Band 

sophomore Robin Hendricks 

“Rise From The Dead” 
by Danishay
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T
raditionally for most 
schools, there is a summer 
break, holiday breaks and 

spring break to give students 
and teachers a chance to take a 
breather and spend time with 
family and friends. 
 Having these designat-
ed breaks gives an adequate 
amount of time for students to 
relieve themselves from study-
ing and stress but also have a 
steady 180 days of school a year. 
 If the school decided to have 

year-long schooling it would 
throw everyone out of whack 
and cause more stress as stu-
dents go for longer periods of 
time dealing with balancing 
their studies. 
 Also, having in-service days 
gives teachers and staff a chance 
to grade paperwork and tests, 
make lesson plans, and meet 
with fellow teachers of the same 
subjects. 
 Some students use their 
summer breaks to go on va-
cation, acquire a summer job 
and prepare for the upcoming 
school year. 
 For year-long schooling, 
students don’t have a chance to 
mature and get ready for their 
next grade. During the summer 
break if a student did poorly 

in a class they can do summer 
school and catch up but still 
give them enough time to relax 
and get their minds right.  
 Even though people believe 
during the summer break stu-
dents lose a lot of the knowledge 
they’d acquired over the year, it 
actually gives students a chance 
to get into other hobbies and 
relax their brains giving a fresh, 
new start to a new school year. 
 Summer vacation also gives 
students the perfect chance to 
prepare for college by studying 
for the SAT and or ACT. 
 Students are also given a lot 
of time to pursue trips to visit 
universities and explore the path 
they want to take in their major.
 If students did year-round 
schooling, it would strain their 

brains and cause them to lose 
interest or increase stress. 
 Having school for a whole 
year makes it so students are 
always busy and constantly fac-
ing collateral from the work ex-
pected of them. 
 Some may say year-round 
schooling is beneficial to stu-
dents because it allows them 
to have 45 days in school and 
15 days out of school, basically 
making the argument that just 
about two weeks out of school is 
more than enough time for stu-
dents to catch up and relax after 
being in school for nine weeks. 
 However, students in tra-
ditional schools already have 
breaks set into their schedule 
that give students more than 
enough time to recover.

column by kristen mcgilton

Summer breaks give students much needed relaxation

Frequent breaks relieve stress for students, staff
column by rachel urconis

W
ith the advantage of a 
one-month summer 
rather than two, stu-

dents of year-round schools 
are sitting inside the classroom, 
not only being taught the basic 
foundations of education, but 
also discipline and maturity. 
 The policy of year-round 
schooling provides 10 consecu-
tive months of learning within 
schools and two administered 
months off for breaks to relieve 
long-held stress of the students 
and staff on a general schedule 
of 45-15: 45 days in, 15 days 
out. 
 The arrangement of year-
round schooling is a good idea 

the year as well.
 “One major new study shows 
that 54 of 64 school variables--
attendance, grades, discipline, 
test scores and so on--are bet-
ter with a year-round calendar 
than with traditional calen-
dars,” executive director of the 
National Association for Year-
Round Education in San Diego, 
California Charles Ballinger 
said. 
 Within year-round schools, 
while not only being taught 
discipline, students also exhibit 
greater intelligence levels than 
those of their traditional school 
counterparts, increasing a sense 
of maturity within the students 
as well. 
 They are taught the value 
of perfect attendance and are 
shown the achievement granted 
when they put forth an honest 
effort of everything in which 
they participate.
  Year-round calendars are a 
good idea because the breaks 

provide the students time 
away from school but are short 
enough that education is re-
membered and retained from 
before the break. 
 Students become accustom 
ed to a schedule of 45 days in, 
15 days out so that they have 
something to look forward 
to during their year to keep a 
sense of optimism inside each 
and every student, while being 
supplied the same education of 
traditional schooling and the 
sensation of discipline because 
of the time allotted during a 
single school day. 
 Finally, year-round schools 
teach confidence and maturity 
so students are prepared to take 
on any and all challenges and 
obstacles in their futures.   
 Students can expect the un-
expected and are taught how 
properly to handle situations 
when the time comes so they 
will cherish a wealthy career 
and ultimate life.

because the frequent, yet brief 
breaks provide free time for 
students, yet students could still 
retain the education from the 
previous school year. That way, 
they may return once again 
ready to learn new material 
rather than reviewing old. 
 It is true that traditional 
schools have longer summers 
than year-round schools with 
traditional summer break last-
ing more than two months. 
 However, during the stu-
dents’ two month summer va-
cation, the students are losing 
their previous education and 
have a tendency to forget what  
they were taught before. 
 Meanwhile, students of 
year-round schooling can en-
joy their summer break (de-
spite the fact that it may be a 
little shorter than the tradition-
al break) while also retaining 
their education from before. 
They know they will be pro-
vided more breaks throughout 
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