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Advanced placement exams begin May 6Administrators win journalism award

A
dvanced placement (AP) exams begin May 6 with AP Chemis-
try, AP Environmental Science and AP Psychology. The exams 
will continue throughout that week and continue throughout 

the next week as well, ending on May 17 with AP Human Geography 
and AP Spanish Literature and Culture. Certain exams begin at 8 a.m. 
while others begin at noon. Check with collegeboard.com to see when 
exact dates and times are and what is allowed in the testing room. The 
exams will be held at the Shady Grove Methodist Church gym for the 
two weeks of testing. 

Senior guard featured in Sports Illustrated

S
enior guard Rose Robinson was featured in the Faces in the 
Crowd section of Sports Illustrated. This section profiles high 
school athletes that have excelled at their sport. Rose played 

for both girls’ basketball teams that won the state title in 2012 and 
2013. In 2013, she averaged 5 points per game, 4.2 assists per game 
and 2.4 steals per game, per maxpreps.com. Rose’s feature comes in 
the March 18 issue of the magazine on page 22. 

“I feel honored. It is a great acomplishment. Many don’t get a 
chance to be in there so it is an honor,” Rose said. 

S
enior Samadwara Reddy was awarded the Siemens 
Award for Advanced Placement this year. The award 
comes with a scholarship worth $2,000. Only two stu-

dents are selected from each state per year and both recipients 
from South Carolina went to Dutch Fork; Samadwara and 
senior Maddie Kowalski. Maddie attended Dutch Fork last 
year but moved over the summer to a new school. Samadwara 
joins University of Chicago freshman Zach Wang as winners 
of this award from Dutch Fork.
     “Its some validation to the work that I’ve put into [scienc 
and math] classes,” Samadwara said. “I know that I did well.”

Student wins Siemens Award

O
n Mar. 2, principal Greg Owings and vice principal 
of instruction Sarah Longshore won the Southern In-
terscholastic Press Association’s (SIPA) Dr. Kay Phil-

lips administrator of the year award. This was the first time in 
history that a pair of administrators have won the award in 
the same year. SIPA, the organization that awards the admin-
istrator of the year, spans 15 states and includes the District 
of Columbia.
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F
rom swarms of racecar 
drivers to masses of Revo-
lutionary War soldiers and 

the Blues Brothers running 
around, the softball launch is 
home to different characters.
 The football field trans-
formed to a home full of soccer 
referees and other personalities 
ready to launch softballs.
 Every year, the physics’ 
softball launch gives students 
the opportunity to build cata-
pults and launch softballs out 
of them. The students take this 
event to the next level, dressing 
up in elaborate costumes and 
decorating the cannon.
 “We put togas on, we had 
wallabees, we had straw hats, 
the shades rocking, indoors 
and outdoors,” senior Animal 
House group member Adam 
Kawamoto said. “We were go-

Physics students dress for success
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ing for the frat look and that’s 
basically what the frat look is.”
 The students participating 
in the launch looked forward 
to dressing up and coming up 
with a theme for the project.
 “I think how people really 
committed to their themes and 
had fun made it more of an 
activity than a project,” junior 
Redneck team member Tal 
Wanish said.
 As the teams began to 
launch, a crowd began to build 
in the stands, cheering for each 
team and their theme.
 “The goddess theme was 
my favorite. I just thought it 
was interesting and that they 
really out that theme together 
well for the launch,” sophomore 
Brittnay Wright said.
 The team theme makes up a 
portion of the grade and teams 

get extra points if their theme 
wins a top spot as best theme. 
Because of this, teams take the 
theme seriously.
 “We went all over down-
town, looking in Army and 
Navy stores, we couldn’t find 
anything affordable, so we 
bought all of the materials and 
made everything ourselves,” 
senior Revolutionary War 
group member Chris Dickey 
said. “That helped us make our 
theme more personalized.”
 Aside from just physics 
classes participating in the 
launch, classes were allowed to 
come out to watch each team 
launch. From the stands stu-
dents began to hatch their own 
ideas as to what their theme 
may have been.
 “I would choose something 
powerful and strong like su-

perwoman if I participated,” 
Brittnay said. “I would want it to 
show the power of my catapult.”
 Students look forward to 
dressing up in funny costumes 
and shooting catapults.
 “It makes it more fun, it 
makes it more interesting,” 
Adam said. “You get to work 
with the group, it’s fun to deco-
rate your catapult.”
 The theme is one of the most 
important parts of the launch to 
some students. Some students 
take it more seriously than ac-
tually building the launcher.
 “We spent more time on the 
theme than we did with the 
cannon. We had already built 
cannons before and it was real 
quick,” Chris said. “[The theme] 
made us work as a team more, 
we spent more time and it’s just 
more fun to get involved.”
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