
     
  “I’m going to say [the 
competition is] tough, 
but [with] the team we 
have we should be able 
to dominate the compe-
tition.” 

> junior wide receiver 
Julian Heyward 

“[Our biggest setback is] 
ourselves--not our compe-
tition. It’s the mistakes we 
make--not the other team 
that makes mistakes--that 
will set us back.”

> sophomore offensive 
lineman Spencer Smith

“We’ve got to take it 
week by week, game by 
game, practice by prac-
tice.” 

> senior kicker 
Graham Jermstad 

“[Competition is] as al-
ways tough. Win or go 
home. We have to have 
our best game from here 
on out.”

> wide receiver coach 
Johnakin Montgomery 

Players, coaches 
share their
predictions, 
philosophies

S
econds disappear on the 
clock as fans run on the 
field overcome with an 

unreal emotion: the Foxes have 
made it to the state champion-
ship for the first time Dutch 
Fork football history.
 “It feels amazing to finally be 
going to the state championship 
game,” sophomore wide receiv-
er Andrew Brehmer said. “All 
the long hours over the sum-
mer are paying off.”
 Long hours of practice and 
work were just the beginning of 
the road to the state champion-
ship.
 “I think it justifies the 
work that you put in through 

the summer,” offensive coach 
Douglas Rivers said. “To say 
that you’ve now made it to the 
state championship and just to 
get there is satisfying, but we 
still have a lot of work ahead of 
us. We don’t just want to make 
the State Championship.”
 Work was not the only key 
ingredient in the Foxes’ mak-
ing it through the playoffs to 
state: it was how much the team 
wanted to work together during 
practice and each game they 
played. 
 “At the beginning of the 
season, it was like we were two 
different teams: offense and de-
fense. We weren’t there for each 

other. Now we have all come to-
gether and are a stronger team 
for the championship,” Andrew 
said. 
 Playing together as a team 
was a big thing that brought 
the players to state, but it was 
not the only thing that brought 
them that far.
 “We have just believed and 
trusted each other to do our 
jobs,” sophomore kicker Tyler 
Bass said. “That trust and de-
termination has gotten us to the 
championship.”
 On Saturday, Dec. 1 the Fox-
es played against the Gaffney 
Indians for the 4A state cham-
pionship at Williams Brice 

stadium. Unfortunately, the 
outcome was not as the Foxes 
expected when Gaffney won 
34-22.
 “There were multiple [things 
we could have changed]: execu-
tion was the main thing,” junior 
defensive lineman Omar Stal-
ey said. “I guess some people 
might say it was Coach Knotts 
fault, but it’s not. They say it was 
his play calls, but I guess it was 
us executing the calls.” 
 Although they can never know 
the outcome of any game before 
they actually play the game, the 
boys knew what they needed to 
do to come out with a win.
 “Everyone had to just do their 
job on the field like we’ve been 

sports

told all season,” Andrew said.
 Despite the loss, players say 
they are happy to have made it 
farther than any other team in 
Dutch Fork history.
 “We have no regrets,” sopho-
more offensive lineman Spen-
cer Smith said.  “We put our 
hearts out there and that is all 
we can do.”
 Gaffney brought its fair 
share of challenges, and with 
Dutch Fork’s mental mistakes 
and turnovers, Gaffney came 
out on top. 
 “They are a very strong 
team with a lot of experience 
and have a rigorous program,”  
Spencer said. 
 The experience of going 

to Williams Brice stadium to 
watch the Foxes play was some-
thing unforgettable for the fans, 
too.
 “It was an amazing expe-
rience to see all the different 
people from different districts 
pulling so hard for their teams,” 
Irmo sophomore Catie Melia 
said. “It brought the commu-
nity and Dutch Fork closer to-
gether.” 
 Playing at Williams Brice, 
win or lose, and being broadcast 
on TV and the Internet is some-
thing players say they will always 
remember. 
 Omar said it was a dream 
come true; sophomore running 
back Kyle Boulware agrees. 

 “It’s very satisfying because 
we worked too hard and dedi-
cated our whole summer to 
football to get to this game,” 
Kyle said. 
 Even though the Foxes did 
not win, the players did make 
history by being the first team 
make it as far as it did. They 
also held their own during the 
game.
 “We were tougher than Gaff-
ney expected us to be,” assistant 
coach Noah Dixon said. “We’re 
expecting to get back there. The 
boys have already started pre-
paring for next year. They really 
didn’t like the feeling that came 
after the game; they want to go 
back next year.”
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Tackled into state 
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Foxy and the cheerleaders get ready before the game. Sophomore offensive lineman Spencer Smith greets the energized student section before the state title game.
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