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Large gyms packed 
with students and 
filled with the 
turning of pages and 

the scribble of pencils may 
be a dwindling sight as 
Dartmouth University has 
discontinued giving credit 
for Advanced Placement 
(AP) courses.
 AP courses, offered 
through the College Board, 
are courses that have a 
standardized test in May and 
if a student earns a three, 
four, or five, (s)he earns 
certain college credits. 
 Dutch Fork currently 
offers 22 AP courses, 
ranging from Calculus to 
Human Geography, all of 
which are designed to give 
students a unique learning 
environment that will help 
students succeed in college, 
according to College Board.  
 “They test a student’s 
ability to think critically 
and read and write on a 
college level. They also 
prepare students for college 
life because in college every 
course is an AP course, so 
[students] might as well 
enjoy the experience and 
practice of that now,” 
Academic and Gifted 
Program coordinator Joe 
Landreneau said. “The only 
downside to an AP exam is 
an all-or-nothing [score]: 

Advanced Placement 
classes topple

you pass or you don’t pass, 
and it determines if you get 
college credit or not. The 
positives far outweigh the 
negatives.”
 With the Dartmouth 
decision being handed 
down, it strongly affects 
how students decide 
whether or not to enroll in 
higher-level classes.
 “I would not take an AP 
class if the credit did not 
count because it would be 
pointless to have that much 
work without any reason,” 
freshman Anna Wolverton 
said.  
 While students like 
Anna wouldn’t take a more 
rigorous course without 
more benefits, Landreneau 
said he would still want to 
teach his AP Language and 
Composition class because 
he sees more than just 
college credit.  
 “Absolutely [I would still 
teach an AP course]. The AP 
course is not about college 
credit--it’s about being 
able to read, write, think on 
a college level,” Landreneau 
said. “That’s ultimately 
what my goal is to do, is to 
prepare these kids to read, 
write, think on a collegiate 
level. If they pass the exam 
wonderful, but if they don’t, 
they are still being prepared 
for the college experience.”

 AP teachers in subjects 
other than English also see 
the advantage of having 
AP courses (even without 
college credit).
 “The students [taking 
AP courses] receive an 
experience that is similar 
to college. So even if there 
is no credit there is still 
experience,” AP history 
teacher Demetra Vastis said. 
“I really like teaching AP 
Human Geography and AP 
World, so I would continue.”
 Dartmouth’s decision 
came down as a result 
of internal studies that 
showed no correlation to 
passing an AP course and 
having knowledge of the 
material.  For teachers at 
Dutch Fork, that is not the 
only reason they believe 
Dartmouth decided to stop 
handing out college credit.  
 “It’s all about money. 
The AP programs cause 
students to come into 
college with lots of credits 
already, which means that 
they don’t stay in college for 
a longer time which means 
they’re going to lose more 
money,” Landreneau said.  
“It is just a money issue.” 
 Anna sees the reasoning 
behind the Dartmouth 
decision because AP classes 
only “show partly the grasp 
of knowledge of the subject.” 

 AP classes, according 
to College Board, teach 
students skills and habits 
needed to be successful in 
college.
 “On the AP level the 
student receives a good 
experience in writing 
essays,” Vastis said. “As 
a history major my tests 
were based on essays, so 
being in an AP class will 
help students prepare for 
college.”
 For a nationally-ranked 
AP program like Dutch 
Fork’s (with AP courses in 
every subject), it is hard 
to see the AP classes going 
anywhere, even with the 
Dartmouth decision.
 “I don’t think that it’s 
going to have much of an 
impact at all.  I don’t see it 
having a big impact there.  
Universities know that 
if you pass an AP course, 
there is pretty much no 
course in college you cannot 
pass.  It’s been around for 
over 50 years,” Landreneau 
said. “Courses continue 
to grow and I don’t see 
it slowing down anytime 
soon, especially with virtual 
learning and being able to 
earn credit that way, I don’t 
see it dwindling anytime 
soon.  So this Dartmouth 
decision will become a non-
factor.”

This story was written not only to explain the reasoning behind 
Dartmouth’s decision not to allow AP Credit but also to examine what 
Dutch Fork would do if AP credits did not count. This story ran in the 
Spring 2013 issue of The Renaissance. 

NEWS

The music began to pump 
through the speakers as the 
curtains slid back, revealing 
nine men in bow ties, 

snapbacks and white t-shirts. 
 Mr. Silver Fox is an annual event 
hosted by student council that gives 
guys a chance to compete in a beauty 
pageant. The pageant was open to any 
boy who wanted to compete.
 “I wanted to do it because my sister 
is older than me and she has friends 
that have done it before and they said 
it was really fun,” sophomore Graham 
Ellis said.
 The pageant was preceded by a 
week of rehearsals involving learning 
the opening 
dance number 
and perfecting 
contestants’ 
talents.
“[My favorite 
memory is] 
the entire 
process of 
r e h e a r s i n g 
with the guys 
because it was 
a lot of fun 
just getting 
together and 
being silly with all of them,” senior 
Corey Addy said.
 Rehearsals were about an hour each 
and allowed the participants to play 
around, which left an impression on 
the competitors.
 “I’m going to miss the rehearsals 
because we got to goof off and have 
fun. It’s definitely a great experience,” 
freshman Jesse Tompkins said.
 Mr. Silver Fox consisted of casual 
wear, talent and a formal wear 
component. Each contestant chose his 
own talent to showcase.  
 The talent portion included Corey 
spinning a cafeteria tray, Jesse 
stepping, junior Francis Lee playing 
the piano and a Temptations tribute 
band singing “My Girl.”
 “My favorite moment was when I 
got to pretend I was in the Temptations 

because it got real and I sang in my 
ultra-high falsetto voice,” junior 
Blake Page said. “Maybe I’m just 
obnoxious, but I thoroughly enjoyed it 
all around.”
 It would not be a pageant without 
sashes and crowns. Corey received 
a sash for Mr. Funny Guy while Jesse 
earned his as Mr. Talented. 
 “It feels pretty good. I didn’t expect 
to win Mr. Funny Guy, or anything 
for that matter,” Corey said, “but it’s 
pretty cool to win something and be 
recognized in front of all of my peers.”
 Jesse also said he feels extremely 
honored to win his award, saying “it 
made me feel like I was appreciated 

and that 
people liked 
me.”
      Graham won 
the pageant 
overall, being 
crowned Mr. 
Silver Fox 
2013. After the 
pageant, he 
was overcome 
with emotion.
 “It was really 
a m a z i n g , ” 
he said. “I 

wasn’t expecting to win, so it was very 
surprising and I’m just in awe of how 
the judges liked me and I appreciate 
it.”
 For each competitor, Mr. Silver Fox 
week brought with it new friends, new 
experiences and new memories.
 “I think the thing I am going to 
take away from this is how much fun 
I’ve had getting to know everybody,” 
Graham said.
 From rehearsals to crowning, Mr. 
Silver Fox not only gave the boys a 
chance to compete in a pageant but 
also meet fellow competitors and build 
lasting relationships with them. 
 “My favorite memory that I am 
going to take away from this is getting 
to know this great group of guys,” 
Jesse said. “These are relationships 
you can take with you forever.” 

Boys take center stage

“My favorite memory that I 
am going to take away from 
this is getting to know this 
great group of guys,”
 - freshman Jesse Tompkins

Pageants are often 
associated with gowns and 
crowns, but this pageant is 
all-male. It was a fun event 
to cover in news because 
although not many people 
attended the pageant, it 
was an overall success as 
a student council fund 
raiser. This story was 
published in February 2013 
on 
foxfusion.org.



In the morning as you 
reach Dutch Fork High 
school you see the 
iconic bell tower, the 

hectic carpool line with 
students not so ready for 
school, as well as a chain 
linked fence surrounding a 
retention hole full of dirt, 
construction aftermath, 
and a hill that used to 
consist of trees and grass 
now is dirt and few trees. 
 Hopefully changes will 
be made over the summer 
time to spruce up the front 
of the school. 
 With the construction 
now over, the landscaping 
has turned out for the 
worse. 
 The outside appearance 
of the school is nowhere 
near appealing, and with 
summer coming soon 
the school looks more 
like a prison than a fun 
educational environment.
 As students and parents 
pull up to the school, the 
first thing they see is the 
chain link fence followed 
by the new parking lot that 
was once a hill. 
 Even though the new 
additional parking area is 
beneficial to teachers and 
visitors, the construction 
aftermath outways the 
simple product.  
 For the new parking, a 
retention pit had to be dug. 
The pit is used to retain the 
water and runoff from the 
front of the school. Yes it 
is helpful, but no it is not 
beautiful. It is one of the 
first things seen when 
coming to the school and it 
does not make a good first 
impression. Better places 
could of been found to dig it. 

 Again, this is the first 
or last thing visitors see 
when coming or leaving the 
school. 
 With the option of school 
of choice being available 
next year, it is likely 
students and parents will 
be unimpressed with the 
maintenance of the school 
unless changes are done 
over the summer time.
 Chapin has been 
undergoing construction 
for almost a year and a 
half and finally the school 
is starting to look very 
impressive. The workers 
have managed to clean up 
the mess so the school does 
not look so unappealing. 
 Irmo has also gone under 
some reconstruction over 
the school year but the 
outside appearance has 
stayed very appealing with 
a plethora of trees and 
flowers along with benches 
and walkways. 
 With other schools in 
District 5 advancing their 
looks, this could be a 
problem for Dutch Fork as 
we lose half of our student 
body and teacher faculty to 
the new school Spring Hill 
High School opening up 
next fall. Looks are not all 
that influence a student’s 
choice to attend one school 
or the other but looks could 
influence an opinion easily.
 If Dutch Fork wants to 
stay as the number one 
school in the district along 
with being in the top five 
public schools in the state, 
the outside appearance 
needs to be changed 
immediately before it has 
a lasting negative effect on 
its community. 

Keyboards click and pencils lay 
still as technology invades 
print journalism. 
 Print newspapers, the staple 

of the news world since 1450, are 
falling to the wave of technology. 
Ever since the invention of the 
television, journalists worldwide have 
watched anxiously as news traveled 
continuously faster and with more 
accuracy, leaving newspapers behind 
in the dust. 
 And now, the introduction of social 
media sites seems to be the final 
straw.  Social media is a key factor in 
the evolution of journalism, but is also 
a main cause of the disappearance of 
print newspapers.
 “The business is changing,” 
Southern Interscholastic Press 
Association (SIPA) keynote speaker 
Matt Crossman said. “Frankly one of 
the shortcomings of my career is not 
changing with it.”
 And one major effect of this new 
wave of technology is the profits that 
newspapers rely on to produce print 
issues.
 “It has changed the business 
model, the reason that a lot of papers 
are folding is because a lot of people 
turn to web for their news instead 
of reading the paper,” RJ Reynolds 
Newspaper and Yearbook advisor 
Steve Hanf said. “Papers haven’t 
figured out how to make money with 
online journalism.”
But that does not mean that social 
media is killing journalism; some 
publications welcome the change. 
 “I think that technology is 
broadening the horizons of what news 
is capable of,” senior Zealand Shannon 
of The Oracle said. “We have a twitter, 
and we are web-first in terms of 
newspaper.  We publish things to the 
web and then the print edition is the 
best of [the stories].”
 According to Meredith Cummings 

in her class “Apps & more: Beyond 
the norm” during the annual SIPA 
convention, not utilizing social media 
sites--whether it’s Twitter, Instagram 
or Tumblr--is a big mistake. The 
immediate response is invaluable, and 
it is essential in discovering how wide 
of an audience a journalist can reach.
 In fact, social media and technology 
have become a large part of the 
SIPA convention. With newspaper, 
broadcast, yearbook and literary 
magazine publications gathering 
from across the South, organizers 
create a yearly hashtag--#SIPA2014-
-to follow the students’ experiences 
throughout the weekend.
 And this year, visiting students 
voted on whether or not to add digital 
media to the SIPA membership. 
Journalism is changing, and people 
worldwide must adapt.
 Technology should not just be 
limited to social media; the internet 
itself has greatly changed journalists’ 
roles as they research possible news 
stories, and the tools available have 
eased the pain of writing down quotes 
word-for-word.
 “We use a lot of recording devices 
from our phones and actual recording 
devices…” staff member of the 
Manuscript publication Abby Johanson 
said.
 And school publications use the 
popularity of smart phones to their 
advantage, using the technology to 
reach a larger audience.
 “We have an app, so you’re able as 
a school publication, if you’re able to 
keep up with the technology, you’re 
able to connect and really become 
ingrained in student population as 
a trusted source of news,” Zealand 
said.  “And you can get things out to 
the population earlier, because your 
goal is, they’re checking their phones 
all the time why not convert that to 
checking you know your website or 

your app...”
 This constant plug-in to technology 
is threatening the willingness of 
students to sit down and read a print 
newspaper.
 “...the people are growing up and 
our brains are actually being changed 
because we have so much information 
available, that our attention span is 
just shot,” Zealand said. “We don’t 
have the--and why should we have--
the ability to pay attention to anything 
for a long period of time.  That’s why 
you see old people on a plane fall 
asleep and they’re able to sleep the 
whole way through and young people 
on a plane are on their phones and 
trying to save battery and all that stuff 
because there’s always something 
going on that when you, it stagnates 
like a newspaper. It’s not moving, you 
know if something doesn’t really peak 
your interest or read it, then you’re 
not going to.”
 But no matter what new technology 
is introduced, there will always be a 
need for talented reporters and well-
versed writers.
 “Good writing is always going to 
be valuable, and is always going to be 
popular,” Crossman said. “There are 
always people that want to be good 
writers.”
 Whether or not print journalism will 
survive the technological advances is 
unsure, but either way reporting will 
be forever changed.
 “Well, I think...I really love print, 
but I’m not sure it’s going to survive 
unless we start realizing that there 
are no more newspapers, there are 
just more papers,” SIPA Endowment 
Speaker David Knight said, “and 
I think that we’re going to have 
to use the web to report news and 
newspapers to report stories.  I think 
people would still rather read that 
long form journalism on paper.”

Technology conquers print journalism

This story was named best story at the 2014 SIPA Team On site 
Production competition. It addresses the evolution of journalism 
as technology advances. Student journalists have to find a balance 
between the two as some print opportunities diminish.

OPINION

A more professional 
landscape was the goal 
during these changes 
but an unpleasant one 
was the result. Questions 
were asked about the 
“fish pond” in front of the 
school so, we wrote an 
opinion piece about it to 
address the landscaping 
situation. This was 
published on foxfusion.
org in May 2013. 

Unfinished landscaping



ID policy lurks over students

Failing to follow dress 
code, receiving over 
three tardies, acting 
out in class, violating 

tobacco rules, being 
involved in a gang-related 
activity, and skipping school 
all warrant receiving a 
detention.
 Recently, the rules for 
wearing IDs have become 
increasingly severe.
The new rules include that 
IDs have to be properly 
displayed, cannot be defaced, 
must be worn around the 
neck, display the proper 
date (in terms of temporary 
IDs), and if forgotten, must 
be ordered before second 
block. If an administrator 
sees a student not following 
these rules, the student 
will immediately be given a 
two-hour detention without 

warning.
Forgetting to put on your 
ID at the start of the school 
day, however, should 
not warrant a two-hour 
detention. 
 Of course, having an 
ID while on campus and 
displaying it at all times is 
not only understandable 
but crucial for safety in a 
high school setting. The 
need for an identification 
system is unarguable, but 
making a minor mistake 
(such as forgetting to put it 
on), is not worthy of such a 
drastic punishment. We’re 
human. We make mistakes.
 For instance: in the 
winter months, students 
will throw on a jacket in 
class for warmth, doing so 
will cover their ID. When 
the student leaves the class 

and is seen in the hall by an 
administrator “without an 
ID” a two-hour will be given. 
Is it really fair to receive 
the same punishment as 
someone skipping school 
when your only fault was 
accidently covering your ID 
with a sweatshirt because 
you were chilly? 
 ID’s are definitely 
necessary in public schools. 
They prevent intruders, 
ensure that students remain 
safe at all times, and help 
facilitate daily activities 
such as buying lunch or 
checking out a library book. 
 But there must be more 
reasonable ways to enforce 
students to wear ID’s. 
 First, there need to be 
some minor changes to 
how the school handles 
this issue. Instead of 

assigning a two-hour 
right at the beginning of 
the day, students should 
receive a firm warning. 
After first block, when the 
bookroom no longer allows 
ID’s to be ordered, a one-
hour detention would be 
reasonable. If a student 
has had three one-hours 
because of ID issues, a two-
hour would be appropriate 
at that point, since a one-
hour would obviously not be 
working. 
 The effort to encourage 
safety and proper 
identification by the 
administrators is much 
appreciated by students, 
but there is no doubt that 
we will make mistakes 
which more than often do 
not warrant a two-hour 
detention. 

This opinion piece is our response new rules for wearing IDs. We felt that the 
punishment of a two-hour detention was too harsh for not wearing one. This 
piece is important because although we did agree that wearing IDs was for safety 
we wanted to express our opinion about the new rules in the right way. This ran 
on foxfusion.org in Jan. 2015. 

Sandra Taylor appears to be the 
epitome of the American dream. 
She has a loving husband who 

she has been married to for 46 years, 
three boys all grown up into men with 
families of their own, three grandkids 
who she loves and spoils, three cats 
and even a job at the local Pizza Hut 
but there is one thing Sandra does not 
have: her vision.
 According to the 2010 United States 
Census about 8.1 million people are 
reported having vision problems, or 
disabilities, and of that 2.0 million 
were blind or unable to see.
 At age 16, Sandra lost her vision due 
to congenitive glaucoma, a condition 
only one in every 80,000 children 
are diagnosed with, according to The 
Glaucoma Research Foundation. 
 “It’s been so long and I’ve overcome 
so much,” Sandra said. “When I first 
started losing it, it just gradually 
went. It started out where it would get 
darker and lighter and now that is all I 
can see. Light and dark.”
 When she met her soon-to-be 
husband Albert Taylor, her vision was 
already slipping. Rather than treat it 
as a curse and a problem, he jumped at 
the chance to help her in any way that 
he could.
 “Forty-six years of marriage and 
46 years of Sandra being legally blind. 
She had vision issues when I met her 
she just did not know at that time 
what it was and the severity of it. You 
don’t fall in love with the physical. 
She was her whether she could see or 
not, that’s what attracted me to her; 
her drive not to be different,” Albert 
said. “With the condition she has 
we knew her vision would never get 
better. The glaucoma actually attacks 
the optic nerve. The issues she was 
having needed surgery which was to 
relieve the pressure in her eyes. If the 
pressure were to get too high it could 
actually cause brain aneurysms which 
can cause death.”
 She had five surgeries, all trying 
to relieve the pressure on the eyes. 
Each trip was down to Florida to see 
a specialist. Another trip, another 
surgery and another validation that 
her eyesight would never improve. 
Although the surgery never improved 
anything, it never stopped Sandra 
from working hard.

 “There are two groups: you have 
those who accept what their issues 
are and strive to be the best they can 
possibly be, and there are others who 
use it as a crutch to look for a handout 
and who don’t really try. I think as a 
whole, and for Sandra, it’s the first 
way,” Albert said. 
 Not getting a job was never an 
option because for Sandra, she wanted 
to prove herself that although she was 
blind, she could do it. Sandra raised 
three boys and worked as a full time 
mom. As the boys grew into men and 
started their own families she began to 
work at Custom Pizza, a locally owned 
pizza joint. There the manager worked 

with her, providing her with larger 
menus to read and doing anything he 
could to help her.
 She told me she then had to face the 
same problem when she applied for 
another job.
 “I told the person that was hiring 
me at Pizza Hut upfront what I 
could and could not do. He said they 
had another person there that was 
mentally challenged and they worked 
with him and they would work with 
me, too. They have done that. They 
don’t give me anything that I cannot 
do visual wise,” Sandra said.
 At her current job at Pizza Hut, she 
works with two mentally handicapped 
employees and she believes that 
they are two of the hardest working 
individuals there.
 “They’ve [Pizza Hut] used a lot of 
the physical and mental individuals 
from the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department and these 
people will put forth much more effort 

to do a good job. They don’t take things 
for granted,” Albert said.
 The South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department has served 
over 38,078 clients helping each 
individual become readily able to be 
employed. 
 For 46 years, Albert has seen Sandra 
thrive off of work. Whether it is 
running around the house or running 
around Pizza Hut, she is always 
reaching the finish line.
 “It has nothing to do with 
overcoming anything because she has 
accepted it but it gives her a reason to 
get up in the morning and go to work. 
It’s a feeling of accomplishment,” 
Albert told me. “I’ll go in the store 
and watch Sandy and I tell her to take 
a break and she says ‘I got to get this 
done’ because she is trying to do the 
best possible job she can do. She’s 
65 years old and she basically works 
circles around everyone in that store.”
 Her oldest son, Kevin, agrees with 
his dad that her condition has never 
stopped her.
 “She has never used her blindness 
as a reason not to do something. 
Whether it is something as simple as 
going to see the kids in a play, going 
on a vacation or seeing a concert or 
movie, she knew she wasn’t going to 
get the full experience like someone 
else would but she never let that 
become a crutch to say ‘Oh I’m not 
going to do this because I can’t see 
it’. She never let that stop her from 
doing what she wanted to do,” Kevin 
said. “I can remember when we were 
growing up and them telling us that 
eventually she would lose her sight 
but she overcame it.”
 Even after 65 years of blindness, 
Sandra is still working hard. She still 
wakes up every morning at 8 a.m. 
and goes to work. She gets home and 
cleans around the house and manages 
to take care of three cats and her 
husband. She takes each day to prove 
that her disability does not define her 
and shows that what she can do far 
outweighs what she cannot. 
 “She’s overcome it. She accepts 
what’s she got and appreciates what 
she still has,” Albert said. “Yes, it is 
frustrating at times when she can’t 
see this or do that but it is never 
dominating.”

Grandma works circles around Glaucoma 

“She’s 65 years old 
and she basically 
works circles 
around everyone in 
that store”
  - Albert Taylor

LIFE

This story was written in 2014 for the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department. The 
focus was on a person with a disability in the work force and how they are “equal to the task”. This 
story was touching to write because of her hard work throughout her whole life while still remain-
ing strong. 



The crowd sits on the edge 
of its seats, breathless, 
awaiting word on an 
injured player. As he is 

taken away in an ambulance, the 
fans wonder what happened and 
if it could have been prevented.
 One method of prevention 
is the District’s requirement 
of mandatory physicals for all 
student athletes.
 “Physicals help us find any 
abnormalities in our student 
athletes’ health,” head athletic 
trainer Mack Harvey said.
Physicals not only find out about 
athletes’ health but also past and 
potential injuries.
 “There are many injuries 
people don’t notice or don’t 
realize how bad they really are,” 
senior Jeremy Fiedler said.
 Although physicals may 
be awkward, a life-changing 
decision may be made if an 
athlete doesn’t know about a 
current or potential medical 
problem.
 “Some of it [the physical 
process] is stupid,” sophomore 
Jennifer Shearouse said, “but 
some of it you need to make sure 
you are well enough to play.”
 In 2003, Vic Sims, a basketball 
player at Dutch Fork High School, 
died of an enlarged heart and 
cardiac arrhythmia (an irregular 
heartbeat) while practicing one 
night with his AAU team.
 Unfortunately Sims’ death has 
not been an isolated incident.
 On Oct. 5, 2012 Ronald Rouse, 
a football player from Hartsville, 
collapsed on the field from the 
same irregular heartbeat brought 
on by an enlarged heart.
 “I heard about [Rouse] and it 
took me back because Vic was 
one of my students; he sat right 
in front of me when I talked,” 
math teacher LoriBeth McGinty 
said, “and I had to look at an 
empty desk [after he died].
 “The halls around here were 
quiet; these halls have never 
been as quiet as they were [after 
Vic died],” McGinty said. “I 
never imagined that someone 
so young would have a condition 
like that.”
 After Sims’ death, heart 
screenings became a suggested 
part of the athletic physical, but 
Transthoracic -Echocardiograms 
(Heart EKGs) can be cost-
prohibitive for most families: 
according to newhealthchoice.
com, the average cost of an EKG 
is $1,050 in the Irmo area.

 “It’s really shocking because 
if you’ve got a problem with your 
heart or something then you 
shouldn’t be able to play because 
of those reasons,” junior Parker 
Pittman said. 
 While an EKG is the optimal 
method for determining 
potential heart problems, the 
District’s physical guidelines 
do require students to answer 
questions about their heart 
history.
 The questionaire includes 
items about instances such as 
passing out during exercise or 
having a family member die of 
heart problems.
 Students are required to 
answer truthfully to let coaches 
and trainers know about any 
heart problems a student may 
have in an effort to prevent 
deaths or other serious problems.
 “Every student athlete needs 
to have a physical once a year and 
it should be taken seriously by the 
athlete, parent, and coaches,” 
Harvey said. “It’s my job to 
look at each student athlete and 
obviously it makes society more 
aware of these issues.”
 Deaths while playing sports 
are not uncommon.
 WIS-TV reported about Sims’ 
death along with several other 
student deaths that occurred 
while participating in sports or 
other physical activities.
 “Sims’ death was one in a 
string of young Midlands men 
who died of heart problems 
while exercising,” WIS’ Jennifer 
Miskewicz wrote in a story on 
its website. “AC Flora senior 
17-year-old Lee Cannon died in 
September [2003] while playing 
pick-up basketball. In May 
[2003], 15-year-old Columbia 
High School freshman Brandon 
Butler collapsed during a one-
mile Junior ROTC run on the 
school track.”
 Since 1999, an organization 
called A Heart for Sports has 
encouraged student athletes to 
undergo heart screenings.
 The non-profit organization’s 
goal is to partner with hospitals 
to facilitate EKGs for students. 
Hospitals must be members of 
the organization, though, and 
a $500 annual tax-deductible 
membership fee is required.
        Students or parents interested 
in obtaining an EKG as a part of 
the athletic physical should speak 
with their healthcare provider or 
contact a local hospital.

Mandatory 
physicals 
designed to 
detect 
potential 
problems 

SPORTS

In the 2013 Spring ESNA 
awards, this story won 
second place in sports 
writing. This story was 
important because it 
stressed the importance 
of a physical. To this day, I 
am still proud of how this 
story turned out. It ran in 
the 2013 Winter issue of 
The Renaissance. 

Beads of sweat began 
to form on the 
player’s foreheads 
as the warm ups 

came to a close and the 
coaches paced back in forth 
anticipating the start of the 
game. A chant rang through 
the ever familiar and filled 
Colonial Life Arena as the 
pep club declared “This 
is our house”. “This is 
our house”. “This is our 
house”.  
 The Dutch Fork Girls’ 
varsity basketball team 
had made it to the State 
Championship for the third 
year in a row playing against 
Greenwood.
 This, was their house. 
 With a steady start, the 
girls were up 37-17 at the 
end of the first half. The 
lead was enjoyable, but not 
promising. 
 “We had to work on our 
offense to make sure that we 
understood our personnel 
and not to put anybody in a 
heated situation. You know, 
you cover up their flaws 
while they cover up yours,” 
Coach Faye Norris said. 
“That’s the thing. We had 
to deal with our strengths.”
 The game was nothing 
but easy as what was a mere 
basketball game resembled 
a tennis match as the 

possession changed from 
team to team quickly. 
 “I know they got off to 
a good lead,” freshman 
center at USC Alaina Coates 
said.  “But then towards the 
end it got a little hectic but 

they were just able to do 
what they needed to do and 
play as a team to win.” 
 An end score of 62-55 
with the silver foxes taking 
the win took enormous 
amounts of dedication and 
focus throughout the season.
 “At first it was pretty 
intense.  A lot of running 
and going over plays and 
defenses that we needed 
to work on,” senior point 
guard Sydney Shull said.  
“Then as it got closer, it 
was pretty laid back kind of 
practices because we knew 
what we had to do and it was 

mostly just walk throughs.”
 Preparation for the 
championship consisted 
not only of physical 
conditioning but also 
mental conditioning.  
 “They had so much 

opposition and so many 
people comparing them 
to the 2013 team,”  Norris 
said.  “That was in the back 
of their minds and so I used 
that several times this year. 
Their young minds dealing 
with it was always tough but 
they put it to silence.”
 A change in the players, 
the lose of six seniors from 
last year, had an effect on 
the predicted outcome of 
the season.
 “I am pretty proud of 
them,”  Alaina said.  “I 
know they had a lot of 
people saying they are not 

going to do well without 
me and you know with the 
way the season started I 
did not know if they were 
going to be anything. But 
I was really proud that 
they won and overcame 
all the neighsayers and all 
the negativity and get this 
three-peat.”
 Losing players from 
last year while adding new 
players forced the girls to 
overcome new dynamics 
within the team.  
 “I feel like what we 
overcame the most is 
that we lost six seniors 
last year,” junior Morgan 
Williams said.  “We brought 
a lot of people up from JV 
and we rebuilt and restart.”
 In the end, the girls 
dominated with a third state 
championship.  Pushing 
obstacles and doubts out of 
the way, a  dream of a three-
peat was now reality.  
 “My thing was that the 
girls did it,” Norris said. 
“They were determined to 
get better. They just had so 
many obstacles and so many 
distractions that got in their 
way during the season. 
When they peaked at the 
end of the season and when 
the buzzer sounded they 
went all the way through 
and finished it.”

Girls’ Basketball secures three-peat

I was at this game covering it for The Renaissance and 
Silver Screen. This story just highlights the win and all of 

their accomplishments throughout the years. It was a great 
win and is one of my favorite memories from my high school 

journalistic career. This story ran in the 2014 Winter issue of 
The Renaissance.

“They just had so many obstacles 
and so many distractions that got in 
their way during the season. When 
they peaked at the end of the season 
and when the buzzer sounded 
they went all the way through and 
finished it.”
   - Coach Faye Norris



From the scribbling of a pencil 
to the clicking of the keyboard, 
journalism is ever-evolving in 
the face of the new technological 

age.
 What once used to be a field 
dominated by print newspapers is 
quickly making its way to the online 
community, adding a new layer of 
possibilities to the world of reporting.
 “I think [technology’s] improved 
[journalism]. And I think it’s given 
some nostalgia to journalism as a 
whole,” Wordless News creator Maria 
Fabrizio said. “I think in the long run 
it’s improved it, but it’s so different 
from even 10 years ago.”
 With widespread access to the 
internet, smaller news sources are 
reaching larger audiences, expanding 
their influence and information.
 “I think social media and all types 
of all online media forms really give 
people a platform to reach out to 
readers that you might not normally 
be able to reach out to,” junior Kevin 
Mobley said. “I’ve found that you can 
reach out to people in another country 
which is a really cool thing to do.”
 Social media and helpful 
applications have leveled out the 
playing field between established 
journalism institutions like CNN 
and smaller local or student run 
publications. They make it easier to 
gather information and present it in a 
polished fashion.
 “We do a live daily show that is on 
the internet and to the whole school 
everyday. It’s eight minutes long and 
we have been a CNN affiliate since 
1991,” Countryside High School UPC 
TV adviser Carl Zimmermann said.  
“We download footage from CNN from 

their raw feed, edit stories from that, 
rewrite stories and run those on our 
show as well.”
 Today, apps overlap so seamlessly 
that pen never needs to touch paper for 
a story to become a finished product. 
For example, the app Recordium can 
be used to record interviews which 
can then be typed up anywhere with 
internet access onto Google Drive. 
The document can then be shared 
with collaborators who can all write 
the story together and communicate 
through a chat box, never needing to 
be in the same room.
 Once the story is complete, Canva, 
a graphic design app, can be used 
to add an infographic with further 
information to make the story a more 
cohesive package. After that, apps 
like Thinglink can bring the photos 
that accompany the story to life by 
adding links to related information 
and videos. 
 As publications experiment with 
different forms of online media, they 
find the apps that work best for their 
staff and how it is organized.
 “We also use social media a lot, 
like Twitter. With SoundCloud we 
sometimes embed audio clips into 
stories and that’s really cool,” Kevin 
said. “Storify is another one, where 
you can compile social media stuff.”
 By adding social media platforms 
to what was previously just print 
journalism, publications cannot only 
garner a new following, but also gain a 
new level of respect and appreciation 
for their efforts to present news 
in a technologically advanced and 
professional manner.
 “[Technology’s] kind of just 
increased our publication’s 

respectability and has made people 
take us a lot more seriously, which 
helps us out a lot,” junior Ally O’Rielly said.
 A rising concern regarding this shift 
to the social media world, though, 
is the fact that there are few ways to 
know if the information provided on 
these platforms is credible.
 “Well, [because of technology, 
journalism has] gone in very positive 
ways and very negative ways,” 
Zimmermann said. “The positive ways 
are [it] gives everybody an opportunity 
to participate. The negative of that is 
that not everybody is well-informed 
or educated to be a contributor.”
 One false statement posted on 
a website like Twitter can lead to 
controversy, with misinformation 
that a large audience now deems to be 
the truth. 
 “Well, I think [technology’s] made 
a lot of people journalists who weren’t 
trying to be. I mean, especially the 
photography,” Fabrizio said. “People 
are capturing things as they’re 
happening and putting them out 
there, and I also think it’s given the 
media room to make more mistakes.”
 Though media platforms have 
changed over the years, they do not 
cut away from the original purpose of 
journalism. Journalists are meant to, 
as stated by the Society of Professional 
Journalists Code of Ethics, “seek truth 
and report it.”
 “I think the main thing that 
needs to be taught in school, in 
journalism, [is] not the technology,” 
Zimmermann said, “but the essence 
of the person and integrity, honesty 
and frankness...The essence of who 
you are and what you hold yourself 
accountable for is far more important 
than the technology.”

This story was named best story at the 2015 SIPA Team On site 
Production competition. The prompt for this was the same as 2014 
but this story took a different approach than the “Technology conquers 
print journalism” article. For this story was wrote about technology can only help 
improve journalism making it easy to go paperless. This won the best overall 
award at SIPA. 

Technology evolves methods of 
journalism, not purpose


