
DESIGN



South Carolina 1969
The Supreme Court 
ruled in Tinker’s
favor saying 
that students do 
not lose their First 
Amendment rights
when in school. 
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Tinker Tour 

he Tinker Tour bus 
(nicknamed “Gabby”) arrived 
on the University of South 
Carolina’s campus, where eager 
journalism students waited to 
hear the story of how Mary 
Beth Tinker’s case improved 
the rights of not just student 
journalists, but all students.

“If you do something that 
is maybe a little unpopular 
you may be judged, but 
look at me,” South Carolina 
Scholastic Press Association 
conference keynote speaker 
Mary Beth Tinker said.  “We 
were suspended, we had 
hate mail, we had someone 
threaten to bomb our house, 
we had someone threaten to 
kill me. But guess what? We 
were invited back to the Des 
Moines school 25 years later 
as visiting scholars.”

Des Moines prohibited 
wearing black armbands back 
in the time of the Vietnam 
war, but  Mary Beth Tinker 

wore one anyway to protest 
the war. The school suspended 
her even though doing so 
went against her freedom of 
expression guaranteed in the 
First Amendment.

“I felt like my rights were 
being violated,” Tinker said. “I 
felt like it was unfair.” 

Tinker is currently on a 
mission to help students across 
the country realize their rights 
and what they can achieve.

“Rights are like your muscles,” 
Tinker said.  “If you don’t use 
them, you could lose them.  The 
way we keep our rights is by 
using them.”

During her keynote speech, 
Tinker stressed the importance 
of knowing and understanding 
the First Amendment.

“A lot of schools have cut 
journalism programs, so we’re 
encouraging students to stand 
up for what they believe in,” 
Tinker said.

Senior yearbook staffer Joy 

Price, who attended the SCSPA 
conference, agrees.

“The First Amendment is 
very important because it gives 
us our rights,” Joy said. “The 
Constitution mostly talks about 
what the government should 
do but the First Amendment 
talks about what we should do 
as citizens.  It is very important 
for everyone to have an 
understanding of it.”

Mary Beth Tinker continues 
to fight for what she believes 
in by participating in protests 
around the United States.

“I have been in many recent 
protests. I have been actively 
trying to keep public schools 
open. A lot of states are closing 
their public schools,” Tinker 
said. “I also went to a rally for 
Trayvon’s Law because I work 
with kids who have been shot 
or attacked.”

Students at the fall 
conference said they enjoyed 
Tinker’s speech.  

“I LOVED it. Mary Beth is so 
cool,” Joy said. “She has a lot of 
experiences of speaking up for 
what is right and what is fair.”

Joy said students appreciate 
what Tinker has done for 
them by protesting the war 
and having her case make it to 
Supreme Court.

“People see us as children 
and as not opinionated.  With 
us, I feel like we need the voice 
because we’re just starting out 
in the world. Giving students 
the rights that they deserve to 
have is very important,” Joy 
said.

Tinker said she hopes 
students exercise their rights 
but also aspire to do better.

“When you speak from the 
heart, you have a power that 
you can’t deny,” Student Press 
Law Center attorney Mike 
Hiestand said.  “You have to 
pick and choose your battles, 
but [your power] has to come 
from within.”

A armband promoting the Tinker Tour. 

Mary Beth Tinker and Mike Hiestand offered a press conference for students at the 
South Carolina Scholastic Press Association conference Oct. 7. 

Mary Beth Tinker teaches journalism students about their First Amendment rights.

1965 
Mary Beth Tinker 
and her brother, John, wore 
black armbands to school to 
                     protest the 
                     Vietnam war 
                     and then were
    suspended
                     for doing so.
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Now, Mary Beth Tinker is 
touring the United States 
on the “Tinker Tour” where 
she is not only sharing her 
story but informing 
students of their First 
Amendment rights. 

This design won third place for center spreads in the 
2013 Fall ESNA. The Tinker case is a important case for 
journalists but other students may not of known what 
is was which is why I included a time line about Mary 
Beth Tinker. This ran in the Fall 2014 Renaissance.



This cover design won first place in the 2014 
Fall ESNAs. As well as this being my design, 
I also took this photo at the girl’s basketball 
state championship. I love this design because 
it is actually designed like a  professional 
newsmagazine with the nameplate going 
behind the player’s head. This was the cover 
of the 2014 Spring issue of The Renaissance.



This was modeled after the “Humans of New 
York” project. I designed this booklet at the 
2014 Columbia Journalism Institute. This project 
helped me learn how to tell a story with a quote 
and a picture all while keeping a constant design. 









All of these photos were taken at a winter 
assembly and there were so many to design with. 
Instead of using one picture, I decided to use 
many to showcase the different arts and center 
the spread around a central image that showed 
the progression of the dance. This design was in 
the 2015 Winter issue of The Renaissance.





This ad won third place in the 2014 Fall 
Excellence in Scholastic Newspaper Awards. 
Designing an ad is different from a spread in 
that you have to make the text graphically 
pleasing but also informative. It ran in the 
2014 Fall issue of The Renaissance



2013-2014 2014-2015

This table of contents design was very busy but it did flow well. This was 
a design passed down by editors so I kept it the first year but changed it the 
second. This design had been used for years so a change was much needed.

The new table of contents has a more clean look. Although this still has 
a lot of text, it is designed within four columns. This one also has our 
masthead front and center and not buried within the magazine so that 
the staff gets proper recognition for their work.



Technology evolves methods 
of journalism, not purpose

Recordium: 
used for recording 
interviews. Has features 
to ease transcription of 
interviews.

Google Drive: 
a free app hosted by 
Google to store
images, write and 
share stories, and 
share other content.

Apps for paperless journalism 

From the scribbling of a pencil 
to the clicking of the keyboard, 
journalism is ever-evolving in 
the face of the new technolog-

ical age.
 What once used to be a field 
dominated by print newspapers 
is quickly making its way to the 
online community, adding a new 
layer of possibilities to the world 
of reporting.
 “I think [technology’s] im-
proved [journalism]. And I think 
it’s given some nostalgia to jour-
nalism as a whole,” Wordless 
News creator Maria Fabrizio said. 
“I think in the long run it’s im-
proved it, but it’s so different from 
even 10 years ago.”
 With widespread access to the 
internet, smaller news sources 
are reaching larger audiences, ex-
panding their influence and infor-
mation.
 “I think social media and all 
types of all online media forms re-
ally give people a platform to reach 
out to readers that you might not 
normally be able to reach out to,” 
junior Kevin Mobley said. “I’ve 
found that you can reach out to 
people in another country which 
is a really cool thing to do.”
 Social media and helpful ap-
plications have leveled out the 
playing field between established 
journalism institutions like CNN 
and smaller local or student run 
publications. They make it easier 
to gather information and present 
it in a polished fashion.
 “We do a live daily show that is 
on the internet and to the whole 
school everyday. It’s eight minutes 
long and we have been a CNN 
affiliate since 1991,” Countryside 

High School UPC TV advis-
er Carl Zimmermann said. “We 
download footage from CNN 
from their raw feed, edit stories 
from that, rewrite stories and run 
those on our show as well.”
 Today, apps overlap so seam-
lessly that pen never needs to 
touch paper for a story to become 
a finished product. For exam-
ple, the app Recordium can be 
used to record interviews which 
can then be typed up anywhere 
with internet access onto Google 

Drive. The document can then be 
shared with collaborators who can 
all write the story together and 
communicate through a chat box, 
never needing to be in the same 
room.
 Once the story is complete, 
Canva, a graphic design app, can 
be used to add an infographic 
with further information to make 
the story a more cohesive pack-
age.   
 After that, apps like Thinglink 
can bring the photos that accom-
pany the story to life by adding 

links to related information and 
videos. 
 As publications experiment 
with different forms of online me-
dia, they find the apps that work 
best for their staff and how it is 
organized.
 “We also use social media a lot, 
like Twitter. With SoundCloud we 
sometimes embed audio clips into 
stories and that’s really cool,” Kev-
in said. “Storify is another one, 
where you can compile social me-
dia stuff.”

 

By adding social media platforms 
to what was previously just print 
journalism, publications cannot 
only garner a new following, but 
also gain a new level of respect 
and appreciation for their efforts 
to present news in a technologi-
cally advanced and professional 
manner.
 “[Technology’s] kind of just 
increased our publication’s re-
spectability and has made people 
take us a lot more seriously, which 
helps us out a lot,” junior Ally 
O’Rielly said.

 A rising concern regarding this 
shift to the social media world, 
though, is the fact that there are 
few ways to know if the informa-
tion provided on these platforms 
is credible.
 “Well, [because of technology, 
journalism has] gone in very posi-
tive ways and very negative ways,” 
Zimmermann said.  “ T h e 
positive ways are [it] gives every-
body an opportunity to partici-
pate. The negative of that is that 
not everybody is well-informed 
or educated to be a contributor.”
 One false statement posted on 
a website like Twitter can lead to 
controversy, with misinformation 
that a large audience now deems 
to be the truth.
“Well, I think [technology’s] made 
a lot of people journalists who 
weren’t trying to be. I mean, espe-
cially the photography,” Fabrizio 
said. “People are capturing things 
as they’re happening and putting 
them out there, and I also think 
it’s given the media room to make 
more mistakes.”
 Though media platforms have 
changed over the years, they do 
not cut away from the original 
purpose of journalism. Journal-
ists are meant to, as stated by the 
Society of Professional Journalists 
Code of Ethics, “seek truth and re-
port it.”
 “I think the main thing that 
needs to be taught in school, in 
journalism, [is] not the technol-
ogy,” Zimmermann said, “but the 
essence of the person and integ-
rity, honesty and frankness...The 
essence of who you are and what 
you hold yourself accountable for 
is far more important than the 
technology.”

 “I think [technology’s] improved 
[journalism]. And I think it’s given 
some nostalgia to journalism as a 
whole.” 
       -Wordless News 
       creator Maria Fabrizio
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Canva: 
an app for easy graph-
ic designs. Has free 
templates and images 
that can help boost 
inspiration. 

Thinglink: 
a way to make your im-
ages come to life with 
links, videos and more.

From pencil to computer
The first American form of 
print journalism appeared 

as a newspaper called 
Publick 

Occurrences Both 
Forreign and Domestick.

the transition from paper to technology

The First Amendment was 
passed giving the free-
dom of speech, press, 
assembly, petition and 
religion. 

The first form of the 
Associated Press was 

created. Commercial broadcasting 
begins. 

The Internet was opened 
to commercial users. 

The Huffington post. an 
internet news site, was 

launched.

Began the rise of cell 
phones, iPods and MP3s. 

Twitter was introduced, 
making news spread faster 
but also made some news 
unreliable. 

Today most journalists are using online resources alongsidce publications
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The previous design was one designed at the 
2015 Southern Interscholastic Press Association 
conference during the Team On site Production 
Competition. It won the best overall award.


