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APPLICATION MATERIALS



Above: I am taking pictures at the 4A Varsity Football State 
Championship game. 

Right top: Alongside of Nicole Caudle, of Nicole Caudle Photog-
raphy, we are shooting stationary for the Not Wedding in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. 

Right bottom: I am working on a story for Silver Screen and was 
filming some broil of the English hall way since my story was 
about English classes





To Whom It May Concern: 

I think extremely highly of Michaela Baker, and therefore it is my great pleasure to write 
a letter of recommendation on her behalf for the SCSPA Journalist of the Year Award. 
From serving as a photography assistant, then working her way to graphic assistant and 
finally being promoted to second shooter last fall, I have watched Michaela develop into 
a capable and confident leader. 

Michaela is an original and creative thinker. Early on, Michaela was reassigned as a 
fillin graphic designer/webmaster. In this role she was responsible for the technical 
aspects of creating an SEO friendly, HTML 5 optimized website (from one basic 
template that I had been working on for a few weeks); she was also responsible for 
monitoring the data collection process, and completing any necessary upgrades. 

From the beginning of this assignment, Michaela began to redefine our expectations of 
a great intern. She started by participating in discussions with clients and suggesting 
and implementing several changes to our booking process, shortened its length and 
clarified the instructions to respondents. Without prompting or precedence she spent 
several days working odd hours, observing and monitoring. Within a few days she had 
shortened and clarified the script even more  removing redundant questions, collapsing 
multiple questions into one, and improving the flow from question to question and 
screentoscreen  all to the great praise of both myself, associate photographers and 
clients. 

Michaela is extremely proactive; when faced with shooting a very large wedding party of 
fortyseven, her ability to delegate work to the other assistants and photographers as 
well as clients also reflects her organizational skills and strong leadership abilities. On 
days when I am not on site, Michaela is the one I know I can rely on to make sure 
everything runs smoothly. She is a natural leader who can always be counted on. 

Michaela is very likeable and ambitious person. I have no doubt that she will continue to 
be a serious and enthusiastic student, and someday quite a successful journalist.  

Regards, 

Nicole BurnsCaudle 



 
 

Dutch Fork High School 
1400 Old Tamah Rd. 

Irmo, SC 29063 
803.476.3301 (phone) 

803.476.3320 (fax) 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I’ve been waiting four years to be able to recommend Michaela Baker as South Carolina’s Scholastic                
Journalist of the Year. As Michaela’s journalism teacher since her freshman year, I know her enthusiasm,                
love of journalism, and level of commitment to bettering scholastic journalism at the local, state, and                
regional levels to be virtually unmatched by any student with whom I have worked. 
 
Michaela is one of the most well-rounded, enthusiastic, hard-working students I have met in nearly two                
decades of teaching.  Her enthusiasm is infectious.  Her perseverance: steadfast.  Her creativity: genuine.  
 
As a freshman, Michaela enrolled in my Introduction to Mass Media class. In that introductory course, I saw                  
a “spark” in her—a hidden fire I knew would grow with time and encouragement. She began the year timid                   
and shy, but once she became comfortable in this environment, her outgoing nature began to shine through.  
 
In her sophomore, junior and senior years, I have been blessed to have Michaela on both our newspaper and                   
broadcast staffs. On these staffs, Michaela’s passion for journalism has continued to grow. She has made it                 
her mission to seek out and report the truth—no matter how harrowing such a quest might be. She, like all                    
good, young journalists, has a desire to write about topics affecting her school, its student body, and the                  
general teenage population. She handles any assignment with ease, professionalism and great care. She              
fluidly “shifts gears” between newspaper and broadcast—recognizing and valuing the differences between            
writing for the eye and writing for the ear. It has been amazing to watch this young woman perform so well                     
in each class.  
 
But academics aren’t Michaela’s only strong suit. She excels in all she does—her integrity, independence and                
tenacity shining through in each activity. 
 
Her leadership skills are not only evident in her role as the newspaper’s Editor-in-Chief, but also as an                  
Executive Producer of our broadcast this year. Additionally, Michaela is a leader outside the school’s walls:                
she was selected as the online representative of the South Carolina Scholastic Press Association’s executive               
board, and serves as the Member-at-Large of the Southern Interscholastic Press Association’s (SIPA)             
executive board, too. 
 
Michaela is well-liked by all of her peers and, perhaps most importantly, well-respected, too. As testament                
to her commitment to her classes, her peers consistently seek out her advice and support.  
 
Her creativity and innovation also shine through in each issue of our newsmagazine, The Renaissance.               
Michaela tries to find the imaginative angle for every story she suggests, and she is always more than willing                   
to help her fellow staffers do the same. Furthermore, she is skilled in the tenets of narrative                 
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journalism—employing the use of strong adjectives and vivid imagery in each of her pieces. 
 
When Michaela tackles a story, she is fearless. She takes risks—perhaps by asking tough questions to her                 
teachers and peers or by choosing the unpopular position in an editorial or column. She is persistent in her                   
quest for the truth, and she is dedicated to sharing that truth with her peers and her community at large.                    
She courageously volunteers to cover the stories and topics others aren’t willing to. 
 
Aside from her commitment to journalism, Michaela’s integrity and character make her worthy of this               
award. She is one of those rare young women who anyone would be privileged to have as a daughter or a                     
sister.  Her grace, charm, easy-going nature, intellect and tenacity are only a few of her best qualities.  
 
One of Michaela’s preeminent qualities has been her ability to retain each of these attributes even when                 
faced with personal turmoil. Her grandmother’s death and mother’s cancer scare last year were two of the                 
hardest obstacles she’s had to overcome. But even in the midst of this upheaval, Michaela was able to                  
maintain her high grades and commitment to all of her activities. Michaela also maintains the most coveted                 
of all teenage activities: a social life. Additionally, she is the only teenager to whom I have entrusted the care                    
of my own child: my five-year-old daughter always wants to know when Michaela is coming over to “play.” 
 
Michaela’s dedication to scholastic journalism, affable personality, unquestionable character and strong           
work ethic each contribute to my considering her one of the absolute best students I have taught. She is one                    
of those incredible students who will be a tremendous asset to the University of South Carolina’s College of                  
Journalism and Mass Communications (which she plans to attend in the Fall) and who will excel in whatever                  
aspect of journalism she chooses to pursue professionally.  Michaela Baker is indeed worthy of this award. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy R. Medlock-Greene, M.Ed., NBCT, MJE 
Journalism teacher/ newspaper and broadcast adviser 
Dutch Fork High School 
amedlock@lexrich5.org 
803-476-3427 
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One foot after another 
I climbed. Higher 
and higher with my 

mind set on one thing: the 
top. My feet began to slip 
but my friends cheered and 
gave me strength to not give 
up. Five more feet. I was al-
most there; I wouldn’t give 
up. Four feet. My friends 
cheered me on louder and 
louder. Three feet. My 
teacher gave me an encour-
aging, “You can do it Mi-
chaela!” Two feet. I could 
taste the sweet victory and 
celebratory ice cream cone 
on the tip of my tongue. 
One foot. I reached up and 
rang the bell. I, Michaela 
Baker climbed the twenty 
foot rope at All-Star Gym-
nastics. I knew from then 
on that I was born to be a 
gymnastic super star. 
 As times changed, so did 
my dreams. I dreamt of be-
ing the next Anne Hatha-
way to dancing on stage at 
Radio City Music Hall as a 
Rockette. My dreams were 
ever changing and with ev-
ery breeze that blew them 
in, one would blow sud-
denly after to alter it. So, 
heading into high school, I 
wasn’t sure what my dream 
was. Following along in my 
brother’s footsteps, I decid-
ed to join my high school’s 
broadcast staff.  
 That summer, I attended 

the Columbia Journalism 
Institute and took the vid-
eo production class. Here I 
learned the basics of put-
ting together a news show 
and I was assigned the role 
of producer. This was the 
first time I had ever seen 
the editing software Final 
Cut Pro, and it was intimi-
dating. After working on it 
for only a day, I had learned 
how to not only use Final 
Cut, but I learned how to 
work other programs like 
GarageBand and Live Type. 
Along the way, I learned 
the fundamentals of film-
ing and working a camera. 
I was almost a profession-
al. Throughout the week 
I learned more and more 
about the programs and 
how to put together a news 
show. 
 Now, this show was not 
Grammy-worthy but it was 
something I was proud of. 
For once in my life I felt like 
I could finally do something 
right. My advisor bragged 
about how well I picked up 
programs like Final Cut, 
GarageBand, Live Type and 
even just using a Mac in 
general.
  My work was being 
praised and that feeling is 
something I will never for-
get. I knew right then and 
there that the journalism 
world was something I had 

to be involved in.  
 Involved does not even 
begin to scratch the surface 
of my work in scholastic 
journalism. 
 My sophomore and junior 
year I was a reporter for The 
Silver Screen Report. This 
year I am the producer of it. 
I help run to run the show, 
make decisions and put our 
weekly shows together.
 I also stray from the 
camera to the pen to write 
for my newsmagazine, The 
Renaissance. I was a re-
porter my sophomore year 
and my junior year I became 
Co-Editor-in-Chief. This 
year I am the sole editor of 
The Renaissance. Every-
thing from what goes into 
the magazine to who is tak-
ing the photos is my call and 
I have loved it. It has been 
a challenging role but has 
definitely taught me how 
to be a leader in more ways 
than one. 
 I have put my heart and 
soul into the newsmagazine 
and I have grown to love 
print journalism.
 Along with my pas-
sion for it, journalism has 
opened up so many doors 
to me. I serve on the SCSPA 
and SIPA boards working 
to improve each confer-
ence. Also, because of my 
experience in photography, 
writing and design I was 

chosen out of 137 people for 
an internship with Nicole 
Caudle Photography. This 
past summer was filled with 
photoshoots, wedding and 
editing photos and I loved 
every minute of the new 
side of journalism I was ex-
ploring. 
 My adventures in scho-
lastic journalism have 
opened my eyes to a world 
I want to establish my ca-
reer in. I plan to major in 
Journalism’s sister, Visual 
Communications at the 
University of South Caro-
lina. I realized that instead 
of focusing on just writing 
or just broadcast, I wanted 
to do everything. I love to 
design, take photos and 
find creative ways to cap-
tivate audiences so Visual 
Communications is the per-
fect major for me with all of 
those mixed in to it. 
 Although my dreams 
have drastically changed 
from when I was a little girl, 
I can confidently say that 
I have found my niche in 
journalism. While I am still 
trying to perfect my writing 
and my journalistic skills, I 
take pride in the work that 
I do and I work to make it 
the best it can be.  I think 
through journalism not 
only have I found a passion 
and career, but I have found 
myself as well. 

SELF-ANALYTICAL ESSAY RESUME
SUMMARY
I am currently on two of Dutch Fork’s publication staffs: “The 
Silver Screen Report” and The Renaissance. “The Silver Screen Re-
port” is our school’s weekly broadcast program and The Renais-
sance is our school’s quarterly newsmagazine. I am a producer for 
“Silver Screen” and the Editor-in-Chief of The Renaissance. I am 
an outgoing person who is teachable and loves to help. 

EXPERIENCE
The Renaissance 
Dutch Fork High School
    Reporter- 2012-2013
 • As a reporter I had to interview and write stories every week with my 
according section.
    Co-Editor in Chief- 2013-2014
 • I was named co-editor-in-chief my junior year. My responsibilities 
included writing for the newsmagazine as well as editing stories, designing 
spreads and taking photos.
    Editor-in-Chief- 2014-present
 •I was named the Editor-in-Chief my senior year. My duties are the 
same as the previously named. 

“The Silver Screen Report”
Dutch Fork High School
    Reporter-  2013-present
 •As a reporter I film, edit, and interview each week to produce a story for 
our weekly news show.
    Producer 2014- present
 •As a producer I check off everyone’s stories, assist in filming and put 
the show together each week. 
Accomplishments:

Southern Interscholastic Press Association (SIPA): All-Southern Rating  
for both The Renaissance and “The Silver Screen Report”

 
Member-at-Large, SIPA Board- 2014-2015
I was elected Member-at-Large at the 2014 SIPA conference. My duties included 
planning the 2015 conference and helping to organize it. 

Online Representative, SCSPA Board - 2014-present
My duties include helping plan the SCSPA conferences and teaching a class 
called “Marketing Yourself” 

Junior Civitan Public Relations officer - 2014- present
I help plan volunteer activites and promote club projects. My duties are to help 
inform members about their service projects and to help promote the club. 

Intern, Nicole Caudle Photography - 2014 - present
My internship included duties such as helping with web design, planning 
sessions and second-shooting.

Michaela
Baker
Michaela.Baker1@gmail.com
michaelajbaker.com

Education
Dutch Fork High School
Class of 2015
4.069 GPA

Skills

• Final Cut Pro

• InDesign

• Photoshop

• Garage Band

• Wordpress

• Google Apps

• Microsoft Office 

• Digital SLR cameras

Fall 2015:
Attending the 
University of South 
Carolina to 
major in Visual 
Communications


